MELODY NEWS LETTER   MARCH 2008  
Melody has had an eventful year since our last communication.  We are grateful for your support received as encouraging emails and cheques through the post, and hope that you will continue to help us promote the benefits of musical instrumental tuition for those with learning disabilities.  We passionately believe that as awareness grows, and more children and young people are given the opportunity to play a musical instrument and participate with others in music making, so the lives of many will become enriched.

MELODY WEBSITE

We invite you to inspect our newly designed website, together with a forum for discussion of the issues involved.  Please accept our invitation to join the forum and participate in existing discussions or start a new one.  We plan to extend the site over the next few months, and you can expect to see more suggestions and ideas in the teacher resource section, more links to related sites and more success stories to encourage others.  We are grateful to Tom Adams of Scend for his work in setting up and designing this new site.

SPECIAL VIRTUOSI

This is a project of Melody, set up by Melody trustee Noriko Tsuzaki and takes place at the Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester.  Children and young people with learning disabilities attend once a week and take part in a wide variety of musicianship activities and ensemble playing.  They also receive a weekly instrumental lesson.  Further information can be obtained via the Special Virtuosi website www.specialvirtuosi.org.uk or via the link on the Melody website.  www.melody.me.uk   
Last year we applied to the BBC Children in Need for funding for the Special Virtuosi project.  We were not successful last year, but were given sponsorship in the form of help to put together a Business Plan.  This is now done and we hope that our next application will be successful.  We have received enthusiastic support to establish a Special Virtuosi project at Birmingham Conservatoire during the academic year 2008/09.

INSTRUMENTAL TEACHERS WORKSHOP

Professor Helen Coll whose area of expertise is secondary education and Rosie Cross have developed a workshop for instrumental teachers, which challenges them to re look at traditional pedagogy in the light of learning disability. It encourages and assists teachers to find alternative ways of teaching, for example, pupils who will never read notation.  This work shop is available to any group of teachers, preferably between ten and twenty five in number.
CAN YOU HELP?

· We would love to hear from anyone would take on any of the following responsibilities:

· To send out a news letter to the mailing list three or four times a year.  Most go by email.  Expenses will be paid.

· To be responsible for small fund raising

· To manage and keep the website up to date, adding new material as it becomes available.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

MELODY SHOW CASE CONCERT

SUNDAY JUNE 22nd 2008   

Bournville Friends’ Meeting House

BIRMINGHAM B30 1JT

This annual event gives an opportunity to young people with a learning disability to show to the world that they not only play musical instruments to a high standard but that they very much enjoy the opportunity to get together to perform their own music and to play together in ensembles.

If you have a learning disability and play a musical instrument and would like to take part in this concert, please contact Rosie Cross at Melody for further details.

ROSIE CROSS
52 WOODLAND ROAD
NORTHFIELD
BIRMINGHAM

B31 2HY

0121 628 3300

info@melody.me.uk

MELODY WORKSHOP FOR INSTRUMENTAL TEACHERS

SUNDAY JUNE 8th 2008

BOURNVILLE FRIENDS’ MEETING HOUSE

BIRMINGHAM B30 1JT

TIME:  2.30 – 5.30

COST: £35 to include light refreshments

LED BY:  PROFESSOR HELEN COLL  Secondary Music Education, Birmingham City University.  Melody Trustee

ROSIE CROSS  PIANO TEACHER.  Melody Trustee

We will explore together alternative ways of teaching people with a learning disability when the tradition methods may not be the most appropriate. Different approaches to improvisation and notation will be looked at using DVD case studies. PLEASE BRING YOUR INSTRUMENT WITH YOU.  PIANO AVAILABLE

Please complete and return the booking form below with a cheque for £35 made out to MELODY to Rosie Cross 52 Woodland road, Northfield.  Birmingham B31 2HY
__________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME

ADDRESS

TEL

E MAIL

